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by their names, and talks all the way upstairs to a
visit."

Sir Roger became a great favourite, and several
numbers were given up entirely to describing his ad-
ventures. One day he was taken to the theatre, to
see a play called The Distressed Mother.

" My friend Sir Roger de Coverley, when we last
met together at the club, told me, that he had a great
mind to see the new tragedy with me, assuring me at
the same time, that he had not been at a play these
twenty years. . . . He then proceeded to enquire of me
who this Distressed Mother was; and upon hearing that
she was Hector's widow,1 he told me, that her husband
was a brave man, and that when he was a school-boy
v he had read his life at the end of the dictionary."

He was slightly nervous of being out late, for there
were bands of ruffians about at night, and the streets
were none too safe.

66 * However (says the knight), if Captain Sentry
will make one with us to-morrow night, and if you
will both of you call on me about four o'clock, that
we may be at the house before it is full, I will have
my own coach in readiness to attend to you, for John
tells me he has got the fore-wheels mended.5

" The captain, who did not fail to meet me there at
the appointed hour, bid Sir Roger fear nothing, for that
he had put on the same sword which he had made use
of at the battle of Steenkirk. Sir Roger's servants, and
among the rest my old friend the butler, had, I found,

1 Andromache, widow of the Trojan leader Hector, was sent to
Pyrrhus, one of the Greek heroes, after the Greeks had taken Troy.